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Press Release 
(17.11.2015)
My Journey My Voice: Putting Communication Disability in the Frame
 
Junior Ministers Emma Pengelly and Jennifer McCann today launched a multimedia portraits and stories exhibition to raise awareness of communication disability.

 

The exhibition, which features nine portraits by local photographer Laurence Gibson, is a collaborative project. It has been commissioned by The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT) as part of its Giving Voice campaign and is supported by Disability Action and the Northern Ireland Health and Social Care Board.  

 

Each participant featured in the exhibition has a communication disability. Visitors will be able to view their portraits and listen to their voices as they each recount a memorable journey they have taken. Their stories will resonate with many: they include a once in a lifetime holiday, the first day of a new job; and a sunny day at the beach with an ice cream.

 
Due to their disability, many of those participating have voices and speech that will sound different to listeners. Some use vocalisations which may be unintelligible to anyone other than close family. Others use alternative or augmentative forms of communication (AAC) such as signs and or symbols and others use communication devices that produce electronic speech.

 
Viewing the portraits and listening to the voice recordings will enable anyone who experiences the exhibition (either online or in person) to have a greater insight into the nature and impact of communication disabilities. The booklet and website also provide useful links to additional information sources.

 

Launching the My Journey My Voice exhibition, Junior Minister Emma Pengelly said: “The Northern Ireland Executive is fully committed to identifying and removing obstacles people with disabilities face in their everyday lives.
 
“We cannot begin to imagine what this must be like, however, we must ensure they have equality of opportunity. Every effort must be made to create a culture which accepts, understands and makes the necessary adjustments for people with communication difficulties, building a shared society where no one feels vulnerable or excluded.” 
 

Junior Minister Jennifer McCann said: “Those living with a communication disability live in a very challenging world. For many of us the ability to communicate is taken for granted. We must create a society where a communication disability doesn’t prevent or preclude people from living a fulfilling life enabling them to participate, and contribute to their local community. 
 
“I commend the Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT), Disability Action, the Health and Social Care Board and everyone involved in the Giving Voice campaign for this very personal yet powerful exhibition which poses many questions for all of us.”
 
Alison McCullough MBE, RCSLT Head of Northern Ireland Office spoke about the challenges for those with a communication difficulty. She said: “It is important that society develops a better understanding of communication difficulties and recognises the individual and not just the disability. Through education and empowerment initiatives such as this, RCSLT is working alongside people with communication disabilities to challenge stigma and enable society to become better equipped to understand their communication support needs.”
 

Chief Executive of Disability Action Kevin Doherty said: “It is our hope that through viewing the exhibition and hearing the voice recordings, people will become better informed about communication disability and will feel more confident  in  adapting their own speech and language style to meet an individual’s communication needs.”
The exhibition will be on display in the Long Gallery at Parliament Buildings, Stormont from 2 – 13 November and online via www.myjourneymyvoice.org .

 

Bookings can be processed online or by contacting Janet McGookin Janet.mcgookin@rcslt.org  or by calling the RCSLT on 02890 446 385.

-Ends-

 

For more information or to arrange an interview please contact Johnny Stewart and Victoria Poole at Weber Shandwick:

 

T: 028 9034 7300

M: 077 8545 8136

JStewart@webershandwick.com
VPoole@WeberShandwick.com 
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Participants:

· Clodagh Dunlop – Magherafelt, Mid Ulster

· Ryan Walsh – Downpatrick, South Down

· Neill Birnie – Templepatrick, South Antrim

· Molly Bradley – Derry/Londonderry, Foyle

· Margaret Rice – Holywood, North Down

· Jemima Carlin – Bangor, North Down

· Olivia Curran – Dunmurray, Lagan Valley

· Christine Birney – Kesh, Fermanagh and South Tyrone

· George Lilley – Lisburn, Lagan Valley

http://www.myjourneymyvoice.org/our-participants/ 
Available for interview:

· Participants

· Speech and Language Therapists
· RCSLT

· Laurence Gibson

· Family
· Disability Action

About RCSLT (http://www.rcslt.org/) 
The Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists (RCSLT) is the professional body for speech and language therapists (SLTs), SLT students and support workers working in the UK.  We have around 16,000 members, around 400 in Northern Ireland, including 87% of the SLTs practising in the UK.  We promote excellence in practice and influence health, education, employment, social care and justice policies.
About Giving Voice (http://givingvoiceuk.org/) 
The RCSLT's Giving Voice campaign aims to ‘give voice’ to people with speech, language and communication needs – to ensure their needs, and those of their carers and families, are met. We equip our members to demonstrate locally how speech and language therapy makes a difference to individuals and society, whilst the RCSLT officers work to engage decision makers and the media at a national level.
About Laurence (http://laurencegibson.co.uk/)
Raised in Belfast, his previous work includes the Belonging Project, his work focuses on the interface between people and society, with a view to highlighting the lives of individuals in order to challenge social stereotypes. 
